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be able to command a greater number of subscriptions
in support of its scheme than the smaller institutions
could expect, but it must be remembered that if the smaller

hospitals have fewer sources from which to look for sub-

scriptions they also would have fewer necessitous cases to
relieve. We believe that if every one of the twelve great
general hospitals of the metropolis founded a benevolent

fund of the sort outlined in the proposal of the London

Hospital Medical Club a great deal of real misery would
be relieved. 

____

CRAMP DURING PREGNANCY : SUGGESTION
OR MEDICATION ?

IN THE LANCET of Nov. 8th, p. 1298, we published a
letter from a correspondent who, in answer to an inquiry
from another correspondent which appeared in our issue of
Nov. lst, stated that a simple remedy for cramp in preg-
nancy is that the patient, on going to bed, should hold in
each hand a stick of sulphur and should continue to hold the
same, presumably until she goes to sleep. Our correspon-
dent vouches for the efficacy of this method and therefore we
published his letter, although as he himself confesses the
remedy is unscientific or apparently so. Various reasons

might be suggested for the success of the method. Firstly,
there is the chemico-physical reason. Roll sulphur becomes
slightly electrified when grasped by the hand and any

sulphur becomes partly converted into sulpliuretted hydrogen
when in contact with warm, possibly moist, skin. This gas

might possibly have some action upon the circumstances

to which the cramp is due, although the pathology of 
,i

cramp in pregnancy is not very well understood. Secondly,
the keeping of one set of muscles in action has a tendency
to bring about relaxation of other sets. Every medical man
knows that in testing for knee-jerk it is advisable to make

the patient hook the fingers together and then try to separate
the arms, for in this way the muscles of the leg to be tested
remain relaxed. In this connexion it would be interesting to
ask the rationale of the custom which runners have of

grasping cylinders of cork in their hands. Thirdly, the effect
of the sulphur may be due simply to suggestion and a roll of
.any other,substance might have exactly the same effect.

CITY IMPROVEMENTS IN MANCHESTER&mdash;AND
ELSEWHERE.

A MANCHESTER correspondent writes : ’’ We hear a great
deal from time to time about improvements in the city and ’
the changes projected and carried out do, in the main, justify
the name. Now and then, however, the city council is led

astray. There is in Manchester one residential (so-called)
park-Victoria-park-not open to omnibus or tram and where
cabs have to observe regulations. Though perhaps no part
of it is so far from busy streets that the distant hum of
traffic may not be heard, yet it is a quiet oasis where those
who must be near the scene of their business or profession
can obtain relief from the noise and tumult of the streets.

It is clearly to the advantage of a city like ours that such
residential places should not be deprived of their attractions
and the dwellers therein be driven further afield. But

the city council in its recent flush of excitement over

the acquisition of the tramways, seems in danger of for-
getting that they are not wanted everywhere, and have
actually proposed to run a tramway right through the park.
The scheme, however, has been defeated at a town’s

meeting, so that for the present the residents in the park
are safe from this invasion, to which they are strongly
opposed." Manchester is not the only city where so-called
.. improvements " of no public service are being made merely
to satisfy the love of doing something. It is a dangerous
trait of municipal bodies in many places that they seem
impelled to adopt all sorts of modern innovations as to street

traffic, lighting, and the like, without sufficiently considering
whether the community in their charge will be benefited or
inconvenienced by new departures more or less experimental
and speculative. Possessed, as a rule, of too little scientific
knowledge to be independent of experts, they are not
infrequently led into heavy expenditure which ought not to
have been incurred. Everything new, even if American,
does not necessarily mean progress, and a hasty town council
is, as often as not, likely to have occasion for repenting at
leisure. 

____

CHOLERA IN EGYPT.

THE following figures show the distribution of cases of,
and deaths from, cholera throughout Egypt during the

week ending Nov. 3rd. 190 cases of cholera have been

reported, against 415 in the previous week, thus showing a
diminution of 225 cases. During the same, period 110

persons have been found dead out of hospital and 69 have
died in hospital, against 240 deaths out of hospital and 116
in hospital during the previous week, thus showing a total
diminution of 177. 3 cases have occurred in Cairo and 36 in

Alexandria, against 9 in Cairo and 45 in Alexandria during
the previous week. 

-

THE CANCER RESEARCH FUND.

A SPECIAL sub-committee on statistics is being formed in
connexion with the Cancer Research Fund and the general
organisation of the scheme is being proceeded with so far
as the funds will permit. The amount collected for the fund
as yet is only about &pound;45,000. which is considerably less than
the sum necessary to give full effect to all the objects of the

scheme. Donations and subscriptions can be paid either to
the honorary treasurer at the office of the fund, Examination
Hall, Victoria Embankment, London, or to the account of the
"Cancer Research Fund," London and Westminster Bank,
Marylebone Branch, Stratford-place, W. We would press
the claims of the fund upon our readers who may be con-
sulted by the public as to the direction of their donations.
As we briefly announced last week the executive committee
of the fund has appointed Dr. E. F. Bashford, assistant

to Sir Thomas R. Fraser, professor of materia medica in
the University of Edinburgh, as general superintendent
to supervise the investigations into the causes, preven-
tion, and treatment of cancer. Dr. Bashford’s medical
career comprises the winning of many prizes, medals,
scholarships, and bursaries, including the Research

Scholarship of the Grocers’ Company ; he has studied in

Germany under Professor Liebreich, Professor Gunther, and
Professor Ehrlich ; while he has done much literary and

practical work in directions calculated to qualify him
especially for his new duties. His record of accomplished
work shows that he must be thoroughly familiar with modern
methods of investigation as employed in the study of

bacteriology, embryology, and biology generally.

" ROUND ABOUT CONSTIPATION."

IN THE LANCET of Nov. 8th (p. 1241) we published
an address delivered by Dr. J. F. Goodhart before the
Bradford Medico-Chirurgical Society. The subject chosen

by Dr. Goodhart was Round about Constipation" and
we can cordially recommend a careful perusal of his
remarks to our readers. Constipation is unfortunately one
of the most common deviations from perfect health and yet,
like other ailments of frequent occurrence, is somewhat apt
to be misunderstood. Dr. Goodhart refers to a number
of points which are both interesting and practical. Ha
first draws attention to various conditions which may
produce obstruction in the upper parts of the digestive tract,
the oesophagus, and stomach, and throws doubt upon the
existence of purely fibrous strictures of the pylorus. He


